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There is no charge for the reading at the 

library or the workshop at the hospital but 

reservations are advised due to limited 

seating. You may reserve a place for the 

library reading by calling 527-7066 and for 

the workshop at the hospital by emailing 

Don Sauls, pastoral care coordinator at 

LMH, at dsauls@lanoir.org or calling at 

522-7131. 

 

Listed below is a schedule for the hospital 

workshop: 
 

9:00-9:20      How We Learn to Grieve 
 

9:20-10:30   Grief following Sudden Death  
 

10:40-11:00  Helping Children with Grief 
 

11:00-12:00  Grief following an Extended  

  Illness 
 

2:00-3:00     When Grief is Complicated;  

         The Death of a Child;  

         Multiple Grief Experiences;  

         Compounded Grief 
 

3:10-4:15     When Grief is Confused;  

        Grief with No Physical  

  Remains;  

        Grief following Violence;  

        Grief following Suicide 

 

       continued on page 4, Neely  

DR. KIRK H. NEELY WILL VISIT KINSTON IN FEBRUARY! 

Rev. Dr. Kirk H. Neely, author of “When 

Grief Comes” and numerous other books, 

will be coming to Kinston in February!  

He will preach at First Presbyterian on 

Sunday, February 5 at the 11:00 am wor-

ship service. That afternoon he will hold 

a reading at Kinston-Lenoir County Pub-

lic Library, 510 N. Queen Street, at 3:00 

pm, followed by a book signing from 

3:30-5:00 pm. On Monday, February 6, 

he will lead a seminar on dealing with 

grief at Lenoir Memorial Hospital, 100 

Airport Road, 8:30 am-4:30 pm.   

mailto:dsauls@lanoir.org
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Thoughts From the Pastor . . .  

“Lighten Up” 

 

 On January 23, some admirable 

members of the FPC family began a 16-

week participation in the Lighten Up Lenoir 

health initiative.  Their involvement remind-

ed me of the time my husband and I partici-

pated in a similar initiative.  As part of our 

program, we had to write down everything 

we ate each day along with its calorie and 

fat content.  It was quite an exercise in self-

examination and confession.  

  

 I got to thinking about what would 

happen if we were to monitor sins the way 

we monitor calories.  If we listed and tallied 

the shortcomings for each day, would it 

make a difference?  What would it be like to 

see that every day our acts of righteousness 

fall short when compared to our sinful 

deeds?  Let’s see, today I called on someone 

who is ill, I read my Bible, I prayed, but I 

lost my temper, I harbored anger toward 

someone, and I am sure there were righteous 

deeds I should have done that I did not do. 

 

 The forty days and six Sundays of 

Lent are a period of self-examination, a time 

of prayer and confession, a time of being 

honest with ourselves and with God.  On 

Easter Sunday, we will gather to celebrate 

that through the death of Christ our sins 

have been forgiven, and we are reborn to 

new life.  But if we do not take time during 

these 40 days to struggle with our sinfulness, 

how can we truly celebrate forgiveness and 

new life on Easter? 

 

 Let us start by gathering on 

Wednesday, February 22.  There will be a 

covered dish meal at 6:00 pm.  Then our 

Ash Wednesday service will begin at 6:45 

pm.  Ashes will be imparted, as we 

acknowledge our sinfulness and mortality 

and begin our journey through Lent.   
 

   Wanda  
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Meet  Our Newest Members! 

At the stated meeting of the Session on January 15, Chris Moore was enthusiastically received 

into the membership of First Presbyterian Church. Drop him a card, send an email, or greet him 

face-to-face on Sundays to warmly welcome him to our family! 

Chris Moore joined as an affiliate mem-

ber.  Along with his wife Nicole and chil-

dren Collins and Kane, Chris has been 

participating in the life of our congrega-

tion for many years, beginning as a child 

when he attended periodically with his 

father Dr. Duane O. Moore. Chris helps 

with children’s activities and contributes 

as a lay reader. He works at Dixon Mar-

keting and enjoys playing tennis and golf.  

He and his family live at 1302 Country 

Club Drive; phone number is 361-2473; 

and his email is cmoore@dixonmkt.com.   

Lenten Activities Planned  

The Education and Nurture Committee is 

planning a study series for Lent, beginning 

on Ash Wednesday.   
 

On February 22, a covered dish supper 

will start at 6:00 pm in Hamilton Hall, fol-

lowed at 6:30 by an Ash Wednesday ser-

vice in the sanctuary.  There will be no 

study session on February 29.  
 

Weekly suppers and study sessions will be 

held the first three Wednesdays in March. 

Each Wednesday will start with supper at 

6:00 pm, followed by the study at 6:30. 

The Committee will provide the main 

course; those attending will be given the 

opportunity of signing up to bring sides. 
 

March 7  soups 

March 14  salads 

March 21  hot dogs 
 

Childcare will be available for all four 

evenings.  Plan now to attend all of the 

sessions and invite guests to come with 

you! 
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Listed below are important dates for PYC 

to mark on your calendar: 
 

January 22 Souper Bowl of Caring  

   project 

February 12 Valentine project 

February 26 Tie-dying T-shirts 

March 11 Worship/Communion  

   Workshop   

  (Parents, please plan on  

   attending also!) 

March 25 Spring Fever preparations 

IMPORTANT PYC DATES! 
(Two groups this spring:   
Elementary & Middle/Senior High) 
PYC meets at 5:00 pm! 

“Safe Places” at FPC 

FPC has a Safe Places Policy in place that 

may be read on the church website. This 

policy states that all church employees 

and volunteers are asked to fill out a 

screening form. This screening is used to 

help the church provide a safe and secure 

environment for those children and youth 

who participate in our programs and use 

our facilities.  
 

The Two Adult Rule is applied to work-

ing with children and youth. The suggest-

ed ratio is one adult to each ten children 

or youth. 
 

To view the complete policy and the 

screening form, click on “Church Poli-

cies” on the church website 

(www.fpckinston.com) and then on “Safe 

Places Policy” on the lower left side.  
Mark your calendar                   

for Vacation Bible School 2012! 

June 11-15, 2012 

Gordon Street Christian Church Neely, continued from page 1 

Dr. Neely, brother-in-law of Wanda 

Neely, holds a doctor of ministry degree 

in pastoral counseling and psychology of 

religion from the Southern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary and serves as senior 

pastor of Morningside Baptist Church in 

Spartanburg, SC.  He has been a pastor 

and counselor for more than forty years.   
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PW Circles Will Meet In February 

PW Circles will meet as follows in February: 
 

Circle 1  -  Monday, February 6, 10:30 am, at Fran Parker’s, 1202 Harding Avenue 
 

Circle 2  -  Monday, February 13, 7:30 pm, at Janice Hendrix’s, 1704 Cambridge Drive  
 

Circle 3  -  Tuesday, February 7, 10:00 am, at Clara Smith’s, 420 Darby Avenue 
 

Circle 4  -  Wednesday, February 1, 12:00 noon, at Mary Louise Smith’s, 707 Westminster Ln  
 

Circle 5  -  Tuesday, February 7, 11:30 am, at Our Picnic Basket Restaurant 
 

Circle 6  -  Monday, February 6, 11:30 am, at Our Picnic Basket Restaurant 

Look What Our ASP Children Have Been Doing! 

On Friday, January 20, the first of two 

teacher workdays in January, the After 

School Program children helped harvest 

50 pounds of collards, turnips, and mus-

tard greens from the FPC Mission Gar-

den, under the knowledgeable tutelage of 

Inez Dale and Bill Thaxton. The produce 

was shared with Flynn Home, Brother-

hood of One on One, and New Begin-

nings Women’s Center.  

On January 23, the children enjoyed a 

pajama day!  Everyone, including their 

favorite bedtime snuggly bears, came 

dressed in their pajamas and had fun 

watching a movie. Miss Lynette (leader 

Lynette Waters) and Miss Linda 

(assistant Linda Brown) enjoyed the day 

as well and prepared a fun hot dog lunch 

for the children.    
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 NEWS ABOUT THE MISSION GARDEN 

Although many people consider it winter, 

the Presbyterian Mission Garden is full of 

good food, waiting to be harvested and 

distributed to several shelters. You don’t 

have to actually get dirty, if you fear 

God’s earth on you or your clothes. There 

is plenty of fetching of 

bags and carrying of plants 

or produce to be done. 

Plus, gardeners always 

enjoy an appreciative audi-

ence. 

 

In October, with the help 

of our After School Pro-

gram students, we planted 

the seeds for turnips, ruta-

bagas, and mustard. We 

also planted a row of col-

lard plants. The weather 

hasn’t been the best for 

winter crops (too hot); but 

in early January 2012, 

things started to take off in the garden. 

Even when they were dormant, the plants 

looked green and healthy.  

 

In November, Inez and her husband Bill 

mulched up all the yard leaves that the 

congregation donated and covered the 

collard row. Later this month we will  

obtain some hay and mulch between the 

rows of turnips, mustard and collards. For 

those who are gardening-challenged, this 

will keep down weeds between the rows 

and make walking cleaner. Willing hands 

will be welcome to help! 

 

Soil temperatures and daylight have finally 

coaxed the collards to put on 

large leaves, the turnips to 

make pretty white roots with 

purple tops, and the mustard 

big enough to eat. Water has 

been no problem with the fre-

quent rains we’ve enjoyed 

since November. 

 

Everyone who has even a hint 

of a green thumb, or desires to 

see our God at work with tiny 

seeds, is invited to join the 

gardening crew. Inez sends 

out emails at least a week be-

fore work needs to be done, so 

please pass  her your email if 

you are interested. Soon Spring will be 

upon us and there will be a frenzy of activ-

ity with plowing, amending, and planting 

in our Garden. Please let me know if you 

want to help.  

 

  —Inez Dale, 523-1273 or 

  rivendell@embarqmail.net 

 

Note:  see related picture on page 5 
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“First Sunday” Items—  

Bring Them on February 5 

Itôs JELLY Month! 

On the first Sunday of each month at FPC, 

everyone is given tangible opportunities to 

help our brothers and sisters in need. 

 

The Bucket Brigade will receive our pocket 

change offering on February 5 during wor-

ship as this year’s Souper Bowl of Caring 

offering which will be given to InterChurch 

OutReach (ICOR).  ICOR is in desperate 

need of jelly right now; but if you prefer to 

bring cans of soup (for Souper Bowl of 

Caring), they can certainly be used. 

 

We are also asked 

to bring non-

perishable food 

items on the first 

Sunday to help 

keep InterChurch 

OutReach’s (ICOR) 

pantry stocked. To 

do this more effi-

ciently, we’ll be highlighting one or two 

specific, crifically needed items each 

month in the newsletter. Please place these 

items in the grocery cart located in the nar-

thex. This month’s need is jelly. 

 

Remember that you can always bring your 

“First Sunday” items to the church office 

during the week, too! 

A FINANCE UPDATE 

From Clerk of Session:  2011 Statistics 

Baptisms:  3;  Confirmations:  4;  

Marriages:  1;   New Members:  22;  

Deaths:  7;  Transfers:  4 
 

From Commitment and Stewardship: 

44 giving units -- increased pledges  

34 giving units -- kept same pledges 

5 members -- pledged for first time 

10 giving units -- decreased pledges 

This is a remarkable result in a difficult 

economy.  Thanks to all! 
 

From Finance Committee: 

2011:  A special gift and careful spending 

made the year end with $24,359 in the 

operating account.  $14,000 borrowed 

from Lassiter Fund for building mainte-

nance was reimbursed and $10,359 was 

transferred to reserves. 
 

2012:  The budget shows a $68,144 short-

fall. We still hope for some pledges to 

decrease the deficit. The Session believes 

that with good things happening under 

every committee's work, now is not the 

time to cut expenses. Committees are be-

ing asked to do only necessary spending 

as they did in 2011 to help hold down the 

deficit.  
 

FPC is a giving congregation, and we 

practice good stewardship. Our problem is 

not so much expenditures, but rather reve-

nues. Sustained membership growth and 

increased giving are the challenges.  

Please make a pledge or revisit your 

pledge as you are led.  
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Calling All Men for Breakfast         
on Tuesday, February 7!  

All men of the church are invited to meet 

for a dutch breakfast at 7:15 am on Tues-

day, February 7, at the Chick-Fil-A on 

Hwy. 70 in front of Lowe’s.  Invite 

friends to attend with you for great food 

and fellowship.   

Exciting Organ/Trumpet Concert 
ñ  February 18 

An exciting organ and trumpet concert 

will be presented by Johnny Bradburn, 

organist, and Dr. Ed Bach, trumpeter, at 

FPC on Saturday, February 18, at 7:00 

pm, in the sanctuary.   
 

Mr. Bradburn, a native of Brevard, NC, 

studied organ at Brevard College. After 

graduating, he received a BA in music 

with a major in organ from Furman Uni-

versity and then attended Union Theolog-

ical School of Sacred Music. He has 

served churches in Worcester, Mass; 

Charlotte and Greensboro, NC; and most 

recently Southern Pines. Over the years, 

Mr. Bradburn has played many solo   

recitals. 
 

Edward Bach is a professor of music at 

UNC-Greensboro where he teaches trum-

pet and conducts brass ensembles. He 

holds Masters and Doctoral degrees from 

the University of British Columbia in 

Vancouver. Dr. Bach received interna-

tional acclaim as the principal trumpet in 

A Touch of Brass, a Vancouver-based 

group that has performed concerts world-

wide. A prolific recitalist, Dr. Bach’s 

solo appearances include performances at 

The Kennedy Center and in Budapest, 

Scotland, Portugal, to name only a few.  
 

There is no charge for this performance 

and it is open to the public. Please plan to 

come and invite friends to attend! 

Guess Whoõs Coming To Dinner? 

Sponsored by our Fellowship Committee, 

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” is sim-

ilar to a supper group that gathers at a 

host’s home to share a great meal and 

fellowship. The purpose is to get to know 

other FPC members better. The host pro-

vides the location, main course, and bev-

erages. Guests bring side dishes to com-

plement the meal. It’s not just for couples 

but singles as well, so plan now to attend 

one or both of these great events! 

 

Dates for this year’s “Guess Who’s Com-

ing to Dinner” are Saturday, February 11, 

and Saturday, March 17.  On Sundays 

use the reservation form included in the 

bulletin to sign up or you may call the 

church office at 522-1921.    
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Looking Ahead!  

Go ahead and mark these important dates 

on your calendar! 

 

February 8 Association of Congrega- 

     tions Meeting hosted  

     by FPC 
 

February 18 New Hope Presbytery  

     Meeting at FPC- 

     Durham 
 

February 19 Communion during  

     11:00 worship  
 

February 26 Campus Ministry Sunday 

     (ECU Campus minister  

     and students will be at 

     FPC) 
 

March 18 Communion during  

     11:00 worship  
 

April 1  Palm Sunday Easter Egg  

     Hunt & Box Lunch 

     (watch for reservation 

     forms with full details) 
 

April 2-5 Community Holy Week  

     Services at Queen  

     Street UMC 
 

April 5  Seder Meal at FPC 
 

April 6  Good Friday Tenebrae  

     Service at FPC 

LETõS THINK  

SPRING FEVER ! 

FPC’s Spring Fever event will be held on 

Tuesday, March 27, 4:00-7:00 pm, in 

Hamilton Hall. It will include the very 

popular baked goods and frozen food 

sale, plant sale, and the “now famous” 

and very delicious homemade lasagna 

dinner.  

 

You’ll be hearing more details so be 

watching for that.  In the meantime, start 

cooking and baking!  

Flower Pots Needed for 
Spring Fever 

Do you have old 8” or larger, clay or 

glazed flower pots that you’re not using 

and are just taking up valuable storage 

space?  If you do and you’d like to get rid 

of them, then we have a great solution for 

you!   

 

Bring them to the church to be used for 

Spring Fever.  Just drop them by the 

church office anytime during the week.  
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Let’s Plant An Amaryllis 

Garden! 

If someone gave you an amaryllis bulb 

for Christmas and you’ve enjoyed watch-

ing it grow and bloom and now don’t 

know what to do with it, bring it to the 

church!  We’ll plant them in an amaryllis 

garden and have gorgeous blooms next 

spring.  If you bring any to the church for 

this purpose, please mark what color it is. 

“Committee Corner” 

From Congregational Care: 

Check out our “People in the News” on 

the bulletin board near the offices: 

Don Boldt, Wilma Boldt, Maxine Fisher, 

Lida Mead, Andy and John Isaac South-

erland, Earl and Ruthie Stroud, Brenda 

Woodley 

Pastor Out 

Wanda Neely will be out of the office 

moving during the second half of Febru-

ary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are just a few of the books au-

thored by Dr. Kirk H. Neely.    Read 

more on page 1  

about him and the exciting upcoming 

events when he visits Kinston  

February 5-6 ! 

To read more about his books,  

go to http://kirkhneely.com 
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Pocket Change Offering  
collected in January  

(Pennies for Hunger offering) 
 

$ 149.75 

Attendance 
 

1-1 NO Church School               

 Worship                                    119                           

1-8 Church School              34                                

 Worship                 133                                                                                                                                     

1-15 Church School              28     

 Worship            112                             

1-22 Church School              32               

 Worship                         114                                     

Interested in Joining FPC? 

The Session will receive new members at 

their stated meeting on Sunday, February 

12, at 6:00 pm, in the church parlor.  
 

If you would like to become a member of 

FPC, please speak with Pastor Wanda 

Neely about attending this meeting or 

email her at wneely@fpckinston.com.  



Page 12 The “First” Press 



Volume 26 Number 2 Page 13 

Special Prayer Concerns  

 

Lisa Archie (Cindy and John Archie’s niece) 

Morris and Betsy Barbee, 1906 Pawnee Drive, Kinston  28504 

Becky Berry, 1406 St. James Place, Kinston  28504 

Eleanor Boyd (Fran Parker’s sister) 

Emma Brooks (Mary Ann Johnson’s mother) 

Elbert Brown, 1205 Anne Drive, Kinston   28501 

Eleanor Crowe, Harmony Hill Room 3512, 317 Rhodes Avenue, 

 Kinston  28501  

Robin Massengill Edney (aunt of Fleming, Adair, and Chelsea 

 Fuller)  

Lois Flowers, 705 W. Highland Avenue, Kinston  28501 

Carolyn Gatwood (Ann Blackmon’s mother), 5418 Glenhope Court, Cary, NC  27511 

Ramona Griffis, Britthaven of Snow Hill Room 600, 1301 Second  Street, Snow Hill,  

 NC  28580 

Debbie Grisson (Betty Lou and Elbert Brown’s daughter) 

Anna Hinson, Harmony Hill Room 3507, 317 Rhodes Avenue, Kinston  28501 

Fred Hodge, 2908 Graham Drive, Kinston  28504 

Myra Holder, Spring Arbor Room 307, 3207 Carey Road, Kinston  28504 

Cindy Brown Howard, 1205 Anne Drive, Kinston  28501 

Dennis Irving, 2681 Gary Drive, Kinston  28501 

Graham Mallard (Pamela Williams’ cousin) 

Jeanette Marshall, 1413 St. James Place, Kinston  28504 

Jim McMullen, 3435 Lakeview Trail, Kinston  28504 

Mac and Gwen Orr, 2107 Michele Drive, Kinston  28504 

Margot Shackelford, Spring Arbor Rm 313, 3207 Carey Road, Kinston  28504 

Angeline Shell, 702 Westminster Lane, Kinston  28501 

Jane Wood, 2104 Hardee Road, Kinston  28504 

Shirley Wooten (Frances Theodorakis’ mother) 
 

Congratulations are extended to Frances and Greg Theodorakis on the birth of their grand-

daughter Virginia Hastings Anders on January 6.  
 

The affectionate sympathy of the congregation is extended to the Frances Theodorakis, 

whose sister Martha Wooten died on January 20; and to Chris Henderson and Penny        

Manning, whose father and uncle Sherwood Henderson died on January 10. 
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 in February  . . .  

  

 1 Ashley Fillippeli 17 Nancy Cherry 

 3 Fred Hodge   Kathryn Thutt 

  Matthew Riddick 18 Linda Hodges 

  Angeline Shell   Carolyn Johnson 

 5 Rachel Hall   Connie Matthijs 

  John Nix  20 Morgan McPhaul 

 6 Pam Summerlin 22 George Jenkins 

     Dot Taylor  23 Alex Mills 

    8 Ellen Benton   Teena Williams 

    10 Jim McMullen  25 Angie Johnson 

    15 Gertrude Dalzell 27 David Blackmon

    F E B R U A R Y   R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S 

 Feb 5 Feb 12 Feb 19 Feb 26  _____ 

 
Greeter/ 

    Invitation Elder   F. Theodorakis Cindy Archie  Ann Cherry  Ellen Benton 

Acolyte   Sophia Jenkins Alex Henderson Tyler Johnson Bryant Lee Cox 

Announcements   Chelsea Keane Jake Mauk Ron Holmes Keeley Spivey 

Lay Reader   Chris Moore M.S. Manning Maxine Fisher Lucy Manning 

Young Disciples Time   George Jenkins Lyndon Fuller John Nix ECU Campus Ministry 

Children’s Church   Ron Rouse Lyndon Fuller Nicole Moore Jennifer Holleran 

    

Steward-in-Charge for the month of February is Rick Landis.  
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FPC Bulletin Board 

Upcoming Events!  
 

February 5  Kirk Neely preaches  
 Kirk Neely reading/book  
      signing at public library  
 
February 6  Kirk Neely  grief seminar 
  at LMH  
 
February 8  AOC Meeting at FPC  
 
February 11 Guess Whoõs Coming To Dinner Event 
 
February 18  Organ/Trumpet Concert at FPC  
 
February 22  Covered Dish Supper & Ash Wednesday  
  Service    
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News Around FPCôs World 

To share a specific prayer concern or make known a particular concern or suggestion, please see any of the 

members of Session listed below who comprise the elected leadership of our church. 

 

The Session 

Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014 

Ann Cherry June Cummings Cindy Archie 

Lyndon Fuller Frank Hall Ellen Benton 

Chris Henderson John Hendrix Wayne Grizzard 

Pat Johnson Emily Moore Lida Mead 

Brenda Woodley Frances Theodorakis Don Mills 

Lucy Manning Ruthie Stroud Bill Stallings, Jr.  

Mary Scott Manning 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 Wanda Neely, Pastor    John O’Brien, Director of Music/Organist 

 Cookie Emory, Office Administrator Ann Blackmon, Church Secretary 

Jeff & Christi Boyd, Missionaries to Cameroon 

 


