
 

First Presbyterian Church  

2101 N. Herritage Street  

Kinston, NC  28501 -2221 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG  

US POSTAGE -PAID 

KINSTON, NC  

PERMIT NO. 248  

News Around FPCôs World 

To share a specific prayer concern or make known a particular concern or suggestion, please see any of the 

members of Session listed below who comprise the elected leadership of our church. 

 

The Session 

Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Class of 2013 

Rick Landis Ann Cherry June Cummings 

Ned Manning Ralph Clark Frank Hall 

Julie Privette Lyndon Fuller John Hendrix 

Michael Riddick Chris Henderson Emily Moore 

Pam Summerlin Pat Johnson Frances Parrott 

 Brenda Woodley Ruthie Stroud 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 Bill Nickels, Intentional Interim Pastor               John OôBrien, Director of Music/Organist 

 Cookie Emory, Office Administrator Ann Blackmon, Church Secretary 

Jeff & Christi Boyd , Missionaries to Cameroon 

The òFirstó Press 

A Publication of First Presbyterian Church  
 

2101 N. Herritage Street, Kinston, NC 28501  
Phone:  252 -522 -1921                    Fax:  252 -522 -1922  
Email: info@fpckinston.com       Web:  www.fpckinston.com 

August 2010                                   Volume 24 Number 8   

A TV commercial for Century 21 Real  

Estate relates that ñWhile recent days 

have been challenging economically, they 

have helped many people focus on whatôs 

most important ï friends, community, a 

home.ò   Maybe they have.  Certainly, in 

times of transition or crisis, it is helpful 

not to lose sight of whatôs centrally im-

portant.  And for us here at First Church 

Kinston, some of whatôs most crucial is 

what weôve identified as Our Core Val-

ues: 

 

Caring, Commitment,  

Supportiveness, Integrity, Family 

 

We believe that when we are showing 

these characteristics in our relations with 

each other, in the way we carry on our 

meetings, serve throughout Kinston, and 

engage in our various ministries, we are 

being true to what God has called us to be.  

And when we miss that mark, or when 

weôre about to, we need to remind our-

selves of these values and make a re-

newed effort to reflect them in our ac-

tions. 

Remind, Review, Renew  ð  Core Values  

We might benefit ourselves and others by 

asking questions like: 
 

Am I expressing genuine care     

for that youngster? 

 

Does this level of involvement      

in the churchôs life reflect a 

meaningful degree of commitment 

to its members and to God? 

 

How can we effectively support 

those who are caring for both  

their children and their parents? 

 

Does the decision Iôve made on 

that issue show any lack of        

integrity?   

 

Is this building up the First  

Church family, or undermining     

it in some way?  

 

Each day offers an opportunity for us to 

remind ourselves of our Core Values, to 

review them thoughtfully and to renew 

our efforts to have them inform our life as 

disciples of Christ. 
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Thoughts From the Interim Pastor . . .  

Dear friends, 

 

Greetings to you, grace and peace. 

 

Occasionally in the evening I watch an epi-

sode of Scrubs.  And three or four nights 

ago the character Turk, who is preparing 

for a career as a surgeon, was wrestling 

with whether he was ready to tell his girl-

friend Carla how he really felt about her.  

After a bit of pondering, suddenly and de-

cisively Turk jumped up, went over to 

Carla and said, ñCarla, when I look at you, 

I see the whole thing ï kids, the minivan, 

the family together at Thanksgiving ï and 

it doesnôt scare me.  In fact, itôs exactly 

what I want.ò  The couple hugged.  The 

scene concluded.  The show moved onto its 

wrap-up segment.  And I began to think. 

 

In some way a vision took shape in Turkôs 

mind.  He sawé not only himself with 

Carla, but also what being with Carla was 

likely to look like, mean for him and bring 

about.  And by articulating that vision in 

the way he did, he expressed not only his 

commitment to Carla, but also his hope and 

intention to join with her in making the 

vision a reality.  It was, I must say, quite 

touching.  Well acted. 

 

One of the Five Developmental Tasks that 

fall to congregations like yours in interim 

times is that of Committing to New Lead-

ership and New Ministry ï committing not 

only to a new pastor, which you donôt yet 

have, but also to a new ministry that you 

envision carrying out with that pastorôs 

help.  Now, perhaps you have something 

in mind when you picture the pastor 

youôll eventually call ï a man, or a 

woman, with these qualities, those inter-

ests, certain skills.  Itôs not Bill, or Tom, 

or Mary, but somebody else, somebody 

new.  You kind of picture that person.  

But, have you got anything in mind con-

cerning the ministry youôll be doing with 

that pastor?  Do you envision yourselves 

engaged with your pastor in some new 

kinds of ministry, working in new ways, 

bringing new things into being?  Or, do 

you picture yourselves operating pretty 

much as you have been, doing what 

youôve done for years, only with a new 

pastor in place?  Whatôs your vision? 

 

While none of us can say with precision 

what your new ministry with a new pastor 

is going to look like, I hope that it will 

reflect your new mission. I hope that it 

will show you consciously and actively 

Sharing Godôs love and growing in your 

faith,  and that it will result in FPC be-

coming a more vibrant community in 

which God is glorified.   And I hope that 

many if not most of you will be freshly 

and powerfully committing yourselves to 

making that vision reality .  I find it fairly 

compelling.  But the real question is, do 

you? 
 

continued on page 3, Thoughts   
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FPC Bulletin Board 

Upcoming Events!  
 

Aug 1  Holy Communion during worship  

Aug 13 Mid -Month E -News sent out  

Aug 18  Information for newsletter due  

Aug 25  Monthly Newsletter sent out  
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 in August  . . .  

  

 1 Gwen Orr 24 Jenny Daughety 

 3 Gunnar Hunneke 25 Fred Hunneke 

  Palmer Sugg 26 Ruthie Stroud 

 4 Alex Henderson 27 Bill Stallings 

  Trevor Johnson  Joyce Witherington 

 8 Anne Hodge 28 Mary Ann Johnson 

 10 Leo Smith 29 Wilma Boldt 

 11 Louise May 30 Donna Parker 

 13 Jim Dobbins  Ricki Randall 

 15 David Fillippeli  Frank Williams 

 16 Frances Parrott 31 Kennedy Brown 

 21 Miles Minges   Emily Moore 

    A U G U S T    R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  
 

 GREETER LOCK-UP     

 

August 1 Pat Johnson Chris Henderson 

   

August 8 Rick Landis Pat Johnson 

 

August 15 Ned Manning  

   

August 22 Emily Moore Pat Johnson 

 

August 29 Frances Parrott 
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WHATõS AHEAD? ð THE USUAL PROCESS  

As the Pastor Nominating Committee 

(PNC) continues its work searching for the 

candidate it will nominate to serve as 

FPCôs next installed pastor, it may be a 

good time to lay out some of the process 

you can expect the committee and the con-

gregation to go through at some point in 

the future. 

 

1. Typically in a Presbyterian search  

process, when the PNC comes to 

agreement on a candidate and on the 

compensation it will offer, it will share 

that information with Presbyteryôs 

Committee on Ministry (COM), seek-

ing approval for prosecuting the call. 
 

2. When that approval is given, the PNC 

will contact the candidate and invite 

her or him to be its nominee. 
 

3. If the candidate accepts the invitation, 

the PNC and candidate will arrange for 

the candidate to be examined by Pres-

byteryôs Examination Committee and 

its COM. 

4. When that examination has occurred 

and COMôs final approval has been 

given, the PNC will let the Session 

know that it is ready to bring a nomi-

nee to the congregation, and it will ask 

the Session to call a congregational 

meeting so that it can report who it is 

nominating and the compensation/

terms of call it is proposing. 
 

5. Typically at that congregational meet-

ing the nominee is not present.  The 

PNC will share information about the 

candidate and why it believes he or she 

is the person to call, and if the congre-

gation approves extending its call to 

the PNCôs nominee and approves the 

proposed terms of call, the candidate 

will be called. 
 

6. It will then fall to the pastor-elect to 

announce to his or her current congre-

gation (if there is one) that he or she 

has been called to another congrega- 
 

continued on page 11, Ahead?  

Thoughts , continued from page 2  

Do you see yourselves with ñCarlaò ac-

tively engaged in creatively sharing Godôs 

love with those around you?  And rather 

than scaring you, does the vision instead 

draw you in and spur you on?  I certainly 

hope so! 
 

And as ever I wish you all the very best in 

Christ.     Bill  
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Presbytery Meeting Report  

At its 20 July meeting in Rocky Mount, 

New Hope Presbytery: 

 

was introduced to first time FPC  

commissioner, Ann Cherry;  

 

reviewed reports on the work of    

several administrative commissions, 

including one that closed First Church 

in Plymouth;  

 

heard an update on the denomination's 

Board of Pensions/medical insurance 

arm;  

 

heard a report on the findings of a 

General Assembly judicial commis-

sion case dealing with a complaint by 

a minister member of the Presbytery 

against the Presbytery;  

 

approved the ordination of several 

minister candidates, including Trip 

McKinnon, from Wilson;  

 

honored a large group of outstanding 

older adults, including Jean Tabory 

from FPC Kinston, serving in various 

churches and communities in the 

Presbytery (see picture below);  

 

heard of the coming move of Presby-

tery's office to property beside White 

Memorial Church in Raleigh;  

enjoyed  deeply moving and multicul-

turally sensitive worship;  

 

heard an update on the success of   

this summer's camp season at Camp 

Albemarle;  

 

commissioned Jo Ella Holman to  

mission service in the Caribbean;  

 

examined and approved pastors to 

serve FPC Roanoke Rapids, FPC 

Greenville, Selma PC, Duraleigh PC, 

Kenly PC and Duke University's  

Presbyterian Campus Ministry;  

 

heard reports from commissioners to 

the 219th PCUSA General Assembly. 

FPCôs Jean Tabory, center, and other older adults 

were honored  at the July meeting of Presbytery for  

their faithful and diligent work.  
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Special Prayer Concerns  

 

Bill and Pat Anderson (Mary Riddickôs parents) 

Fred Antonowich, 813 Westminster Lane, Kinston  28501 

Morris and Betsy Barbee, 1906 Pawnee Drive  28504 

Becky Berry, 1406 St. James Place, Kinston  28504 

Lois Flowers, 705 W. Highland Avenue, Kinston  28501 

Ramona Griffis, Spring Arbor, 3207 Carey Road, Kinston 

 28504 

Myra Holder , 1204 Dorcas Terrace, Kinston  28504 

Dennis Irving, 2681 Gary Drive, Kinston  28501 

Linwood Lender (Otha Lenderôs brother) 

Mary Mallard , 2002 West Road, Kinston  28501 

Bill Manning , 1305 Greenbriar Road, Kinston  28501 

Jeanette Marshall, 1413 St. James Place, Kinston  28504 

Mac and Gwen Orr, 2107 Michele Drive, Kinston  28504 

The Pastor Nominating Committee, continuing its search 

Carole Pepper (Dot Taylorôs daughter), 4013 Sage Meadow Blvd, Jonesboro, AR 72401 

Nola Dean Stroud (Earl Stroudôs mother), 3073 Tyndall Williams Drive, Deep Run,  

 NC  28525 

David Williams, Jr. , 455 AEW/EAMXS/F-15 AMU, APO AE  09352 

Dick  Wood, Britthaven of Kinston, Room 2318, P. O. Box 3527, Kinston  28502 

 

 

Cathy Swann, recovering from surgery 

Lida Mead, on the loss of her dog 

Joe Sullivan, enjoying a new pacemaker 

Linwood White, on the death of his father 

Linda Norris, tending her family in Idaho 

The Pastor Nominating Committee 

Students soon off to college 
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Lectionary Scriptures  
 

August 1 

Hosea 11:1-11 

Psalm 107:1-9, 43 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 
 

August 8 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 
 

August 15 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

Hebrews 11:29ð12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
 

August 22 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 
 

August 29 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

Find daily lectionary readings  

and other devotional materials  

at www.pcusa.org.     
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Order Your Study  

Book Now!  

The Womenôs Bible Study group is 

geared up for another exciting and stimu-

lating studyðthis one on the books of 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs.  

 

An organizational meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, September 7, at 1:00 pm, to dis-

tribute the study books.  The cost of each 

book is $8.00 and the deadline for order-

ing is August 24.  If you plan to partici-

pate, please come by the church office 

before that date to pay for your book. 

 

The Womenôs Bible Study group will 

meet at 1:00 pm each Tuesday in the par-

lor during the Fall.  All interested women 

are invited to join this spirited group! 

 

Focusing on God  

can free us  

from our fears  

and doubts.  


